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Attorney's Docket No. APTLTD.048A 



DECLARATION - USA PATENT APPLICATION 



" / As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject 
and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled DIP, SP ^ Y '^ FL0W fil C ? A ™2 
PROCESS FOR FORMING COATED ARTICLES; the specification of which was filed on July 
3, 2003 as Application Serial No. 10/614731. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above; 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56; 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Codes § 1 19(e) of any United 
States provisional application(s) listed below. 

Application No.: 60/394,092 Filing Date: July 3, 2002 

Application No, 60/422,251 Filing Date: October 28 2002 

Application No.: 60/441,718 Filing Date: January 23, 2003 

I hereby claim the benefit under Tide 35, United States Code, § 120 of any United States 
applications) listed below, and insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of tins 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the 
first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code § 112, I acknowledge die duty to .disclose 
mformatio! which is material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, § 1.56, which became available between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

Prior U.S.A. Application 

Application No.: PCTUS03/22333 Filing Date: July 3, 2003 Status: Pending 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the Umted States 
Code and that such willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



Full name of first inventor: Gerald A. Hutchison 



Inventor's signature . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Comment Re: Declaration 

1 - The declaration is objected to. It is noted that the declaration-the first page of 
which is enclosed-states that US SN. 60/441728 was filed on 23 January 2003. The 
'728 application was filed on 21 January 2003. 
Please correct the declaration. 

Election/Restrictions 
2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-1 9, drawn to coating processes, classified in class 427, subclass 
(unknown). 

II. Claims 20-37, drawn to coating apparatuses, classified in class 118, 
subclass (unknown). 

III. Claims 38-41 and 43-45, drawn to articles, classified in class 428, 
subclass 413. 

IV. Claims 42 and 46-51 , drawn to preforms or bottles, classified in class 428, 
subclass 35.7. 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the process can be practiced by coating by hand. 
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Inventions I and III are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the article can be made by coextrusion. 

Inventions I and IV are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the article can be made by coextrusion. 

Inventions II and III are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions 
in this relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the 
apparatus can be used for making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed 
can be made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this 
case the article can be made by coextrusion. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 
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6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group III, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group IV, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

8. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group II is not required for Group III, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

9. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group II is not required for Group IV, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

1 0. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group III is not required for Group IV, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

1 1 . Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

12. A telephone call was made to Ms. Karoline Delaney on 27 November 2004 to 
request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an 
election being made. No message service was available. 
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13. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to 
a non-elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at 
least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be 
accompanied by a 37 CFR 1 .48(b) request and the fee mandated by 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be addressed to Sandra M. 
Nolan-Rayford, at telephone number 571/272-1495. She can normally be reached 
Monday through Thursday, from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm, Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, her supervisor, Harold Pyon, 
can be reached at 571/272-1498. 

The fax number for patent application documents is 703/872-9306. 

S. M. Nolan-Rayforcf^' 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 

10614731(20041127) 



